E Open Access

PSM Biological Research

ISSN (Online): 2517-9586
Perspective

Article Information

Published: January 31, 2021

Keywords

Pathogenic fungi,
Yeast,

Respiratory allergens,
Dry sands,

Egyptian pyramids.

Authors’ Contribution

AA and MNI wrote and revised the
paper.

How to cite

RPSM
2021 | Volume 6| Issue 1| 19-21

Fungi in the Sands of Egyptian Pyramids is a
Concern for Public Health

Asfa Ashraf"?, Muhammad Naeem Igbal**

'"The School of Life Sciences, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350117, China.

%pakistan Science Mission (PSM), Narowal (Noor Kot 51770), Pakistan.

*The School of Life Sciences, Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University, Fuzhou 350002,
China.

Ashraf, A., Igbal, M.N., 2021.
Fungi in the Sands of Egyptian
Pyramids is a Concern for Public
Health. PSM Biol. Res., 6(1): 19-
21.

*Correspondence

Asfa Ashraf, PSM Editorial Office,
Pakistan Science Mission (PSM),
Narowal (Noor Kot 51770),
Pakistan.

Email:
sundausnaeem@yahoo.com

Possible submissions

\J
E// Submit your article &

SCAN ME

Scan QR code to visit this journal
on your mobile device.

Abstract:

Fungi are contaminating the dry sands at Egyptian pyramids, a tourist area in Cairo;
the contaminating fungi include various yeast and mould species and some species
are known opportunistic pathogens or respiratory allergens. Presence of
opportunistic and pathogenic fungi in the sands of pyramids can pose a health risk
to visitors due to contact with sand, via direct exposure, such as wind, inhaling of
aerosols, contact or through drinking; and indirectly by exposure to contaminated
surfaces. In this issue, Echevarria and Igbal (2021) report several species of
filamentous fungi and yeasts in the sands of pyramids. Some of the identified
species develop several diseases, so people with weak immune systems will need
to protect themselves. Thus, the present knowledge of the distribution of fungal
contaminants in sand samples reveals the need to measure and regulate their
presence in sands of pyramids at least in the environment with high numbers of
immunocompromised people. The data could serve as the basis for initiating
regulatory measures to control fungal contamination of sand for the benefit of public
health.
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